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12. An Investigation of the Relationship Between University Students' Learning
Motivation and Emphasis on Employability
OFxrT7TmA HE BB
Rather than promoting the inherent value and joy of learning, aren’t Japanese universities
undermining students’ motivation to learn by ingraining the importance of learning in the

discourse of becoming competent workers? Drawing on Self-Determination Theory (Ryan &



Deci, 1985), I propose an experiment to test whether the tendency of Japanese universities to
emphasize employability would reduce students’ motivation to learn. In the study, participants
will rate their learning motivation after imagining being in an undergraduate program that either
emphasize or not emphasize employability. If successful, this research could call forth a

reassessment of Japanese universities’ employability-oriented learning policies.
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